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Official Action 

Patent Application No. 2001-127516 
Drafting date: July 30, 2004 
Examiner of JPO: Masaaki KURANO 8721 5D00 
Patent attorney: Kazuhiko OKADA 

Applied Law: Patent Law Sections 29(1), 29(2) and 36 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, such 
argument should be submitted within 60 days from the mailing date. 

REASON 

1. The invention of Claims 1 to 4 of the subject application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law 
Section 29(1) (iii) since it was described in a distributed 
publication (s) listed below in Japan prior to the filing of the 
sub j ect application . 

2. The invention of Claims 1 to 4 of the subject application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law 
Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made by persons who 
have common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
invention (s) pertains, on the basis of the invention (s) described 
in the publication (s) listed below which were distributed in Japan 
prior to the filing of the subject application. 

3. The descriptions of the specification and the drawing (s) 
of the subject application do not comply with the requirements 
of Patent Law 36(4) and 36(6) in the points described below. 

NOTE 

(With respect to the citations, refer to the list of citations.) 

Reasons 1 and 2 

See the descriptions such as the claims and the paragraphs 
[0017] , [0018] and [0032] of the citation. 

It is perceived that the design-printed portion corresponds 
to "an outermost layer- forming surface is divided into plural 
regions having different colors" . Further, the paragraph [0018] 
describes that it is possible to make the entire surface capable 
of receiving a print. 
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Reason 3 
(1) 

The relations between the "surface", "region" and "layer" 
described in Claim 1 is unclear. 
(2) 

The relation between the "opposite surface" and "outermost 
layer- forming surface" described in Claim 1 is unclear. If they 
mean the same surface, their manes should be unified. 
(3) 

Claim 1 describes that "an outermost layer-forming surface 
••• is divided into plural regions ••• all the regions are formed 
by a print-receiving layer The relations between these 

constituents are unclear. 

Since the outermost layer-forming surface is divided into 
plural regions , each region is a part of the outermost layer- forming 
surface. Therefore, since each region is a surface, it does not 
have a thickness. Meanwhile, Claim 1 also describes that "all the 
regions are formed by a print-receiving layer", which indicates 
that each region is a layer, and accordingly, has a thickness. 
Claim 1 has a contradiction in this point. 
(4) 

Claim 1 describes that "all the regions are formed by a 
print -receiving layer ••• " . However, the shape of each 
print-receiving layer • corresponding to each region and the 
positional relations of the print-receiving layers are unclear. 

List of Citations 

1 . JP-A-2000-40264 

Record of the result of prior art search 
Technical field (s) to be searched: IPC rev. 7, GllB 7/24 

DB name 

Prior Arts: JP-A-10-162438 ( chromaticity ) 

This record is not a component (s) for the reason (s) for 
refusal . 

For the claims other than the claim (s) specified in this 
notification of reason (s) for refusal, no reason for refusal is 
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found at present. If any reason (s) for refusal is found later, 
it will be notified. 



If the applicant wants to inquire about the outstanding 
official action or to hold an interview, please contact to the 
following Section : 

Patent Examination Division 4, Recording medium 
TEL 03-3581-1101 (Extension 3551) 
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